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Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd 

We invite you to participate fully in our worship today. We are a community of people rooted in the 

Christian faith as expressed in the Episcopal Church and worldwide Anglican Communion. We are 

committed to responsible Bible teaching, unity, diversity, radical hospitality and beauty in worship. We 

care about each other, our community and our world. We hope you will be enriched and refreshed through 

this experience of worship. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, please know that you are welcome 

here at Good Shepherd. 

 

 

 

 

Look for us on YouTube by searching Good Shepherd, Pitman NJ 

 

 

mailto:goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org/
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The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Rev. Andrew C. Reinholz, Celebrant 

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Dcn. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Prelude:  Chime Lullaby                           Bell Choir 

Entrance Hymn:  “O Come, all ye faithful…”                                                                  Hymnal #83 
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The Acclamation                                              BCP 355                                                                                                   

          

Celebrant:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gloria                                                                                                                             S-280  

Celebrant and People 
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Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day                   BCP 212 

Celebrant 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 

who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 

with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

The First Lesson                                                                                                                 Isaiah 62: 6-12 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah:   

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; 

all day and all night 
they shall never be silent. 

You who remind the LORD, 
take no rest, 

and give him no rest 
until he establishes Jerusalem 
and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

The LORD has sworn by his right hand 
and by his mighty arm: 

I will not again give your grain 
to be food for your enemies, 

and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
for which you have labored; 

but those who garner it shall eat it 
and praise the LORD, 

and those who gather it shall drink it 
in my holy courts. 

Go through, go through the gates, 
prepare the way for the people; 
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build up, build up the highway, 
clear it of stones, 
lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

The LORD has proclaimed 
to the end of the earth: 

Say to daughter Zion, 
"See, your salvation comes; 

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him." 

They shall be called, "The Holy People, 
The Redeemed of the LORD"; 

and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 
A City Not Forsaken." 

Lector:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 97  The Psalm is read responsively by half verse                            

1 The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 

3 A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory. 

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 
and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O LORD. 

9 For you are the LORD, 
most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; * 
he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
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12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, * 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 

 

The Second Lesson                                                                                                                              Titus 3:4-7 

A reading from the letter to Titus:  

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any 

works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.  

Lector:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn:  “Away in a manger …”                                               Hymnal #101 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand as able 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                                      Luke 2:1-20 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
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and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

Homily                            Rev. Andrew Reinholz 

 

Please remain seated 

O Holy Night                               Grace Yahnke  

 

Please stand as able 

The Nicene Creed                                                 BCP 358                                          

                         

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
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he came down from heaven: 

 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing as able  

The Prayers of the People, adapted from Hear Our Prayer 

 

Lector: 

All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ; all the earth has 

been enlightened in his dawning. Trusting in His light and grace, let us pray for all people in need 

and for all the world. 

 

Lector: For the living and diverse body of your Church; that united in hope we may be faithful in our 

witness to your Son come among us.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  

 

Lector: For the leaders of the nations; that they may turn from ways of fear and warfare to the ways of 

your wisdom and grace. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  

 

Lector: For the poor and neglected, for victims of violence and tyranny; that their suffering be ended, 

and that they may come to know joy.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  
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Lector: For all families; that they may be renewed in joy, receive the word of mercy into their hearts, 

and become places of hospitality to the stranger.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  

 

Lector: For this congregation; that we may be renewed by the light and grace of your incarnate word.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  

 

Lector: For those who have died; that their efforts continue to inspire our actions, and that they may 

rest in your care until that day when all shall rise again in your new creation. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  

 

Celebrant: 

Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of our Lord, and of all the witnesses of the incarnation, we 

commend these prayers and all our life to you, O God; through Jesus Christ your Son, in the power of 

the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin                                                                         Enriching Our Worship              
                                

Deacon: 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Please kneel as able 

A period of silence is kept 

Celebrant and People 

God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will.  Amen. 

Celebrant:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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Please stand as able 

The Peace   We invite you to share the sign of the Peace as you and others are comfortable with 

Celebrant:    The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer B                                       BCP 367 

If you are a visitor or guest with us today, welcome. During communion you are invited to come forward. If 

you do not wish to receive communion, you are still invited to receive a blessing; simply cross your arms over 

your chest to indicate this. Please let an usher know if you need communion brought to you in your pew. We 

kindly ask that you do not intinct (dip) your bread into the wine, as this is the least hygienic way to receive 

communion. 

 

Offertory:  Mary sleeping, softly lies                                Adult Choir 

Presentation of Alms & Oblations & the Doxology 

 

 

 

The people remain standing as able 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 

us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin 
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Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 

become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus                      S-130 
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Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 

from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory. 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 

of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 

may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 

things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

 

Agnus Dei                          S-164 

 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The people come forward to receive communion, as directed by the usher. Please let an usher know if you want 

communion brought to you in your pew. If you do not wish to receive communion, you can receive a blessing; 

cross your arms over your chest to indicate this. We kindly ask that you do not dip the bread into the wine.   

 

The Prayer for a Spiritual Communion – Offered for those watching on-line 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise 

and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse 
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and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and 

you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 

Hymn:  Peace                                                                 Morgan Wall (cello) & Jen Fisicaro (piano) 

 

Eucharist Hymn:  “In the bleak midwinter…”                                                  Hymnal #112 
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Eucharist Hymn:  “Lo, how a rose e’er blooming…”                                            Hymnal #81 
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Hymn:  Silent Night                                                     Hymnal #111    
At this time, your hand-held candle will be lit by an usher and the church lights dimmed.  Please keep your 
candles lit for the remaining service. You are invited to sit or kneel during the singing of Silent Night. 
 

 

 

 

 
Post Communion Prayer                                                                                    BCP 365 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Seasonal Blessing                           Book Of Occasional Services 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  “Joy to the World…”                                                                      Hymnal #100 
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The Dismissal 

Deacon:  Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD, 

AND AS MEMORIALS OR THANK OFFERINGS AS LISTED 

BY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF GOOD SHEPHERD. 

 

ASSISTING AT THE LITURGY TODAY 

 

Usher: Lee Ensminger 

 Lector:  Diane Wall 

Acolytes: Eve Berger and Brooklynn Miller 

Chalice Bearers: Stu Lynd  

 

 

Wi-Fi Connection: GoodShepherd_Guest           

Password:   GoodShepherd 

 

 

Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
 
 


